
Of course, we must take every physical precaution we can. But there is a 
deeper reassurance for us as Christians that cover even uncertainties which 
can plague us so. Our scriptures remind us that “underneath are the 
everlasting arms” of our loving Father in heaven. �ese are not just words 
of comfort and re-assurance; they are words that direct us to put our trust 
in our God. �ey direct us away from worrying so much about the future 
that we cannot live fully in the now, making the most we can of the 
present. As the moves towards “lock-down” continue it is likely that the 
“now” will be increasingly important. It can be a time to dwell on our 
deprivation or a time to 'nd renewed hope in our faith. As in the 
anecdotes above there are signs of hope if we search them out. I personally 
have already found amazing kindness - even in some people I hardly 
know! Perhaps we are beginning to discover a new depth and compassion 
in life which has already led so many people to be really concerned for the 
people around them. Hopefully, too, we shall 'nd new ways (like this) to 
stay in touch and be “church” in Prescot. 

Jeff Engel 

DEDICATIONSDEDICATIONSDEDICATIONSDEDICATIONS    

Mothering Sunday memories of Elizabeth Bond, 
a dear mother to Georgina & a loving grandmother 

to Neil, Ian & Elizabeth 

Loving memories of the gentlest, kindest, most beautiful 
woman I have ever known, my mom, Jacqueline Mae Kernick 

(30 September 1943—26 March 2019). Love always, Dave 

Sunday 22 March 2020—Mothering Sunday 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus 
Christ, the child of Mary, shared the 
life of a home in Nazareth, and on the 
cross drew the whole human family 
to himself: strengthen us in our daily 
living that in joy and in sorrow we 
may know the power of your 
presence to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.Amen.Amen.Amen.    

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
Old Testament Exodus 2.1-10 
New Testament 2 Corinthians 1.3-7 
Gospel  Luke 1:26-38    

For your prayers: 
 Anniversaries: Jacqueline Mae Kernick, Jason Murray    

ST MARY’S ST MARY’S ST MARY’S ST MARY’S is open for prayer from 10am to 12 noon every Sunday and 
Wednesday. You will be asked to apply antibacterial soap on arriving and 
leaving, and to keep well-distanced from others at all times (approximately 6 
feet or 2 metres), in accordance with government and Church of England 
guidelines. All other activities, events and services of worship at St Mary’s 
and St Paul’s are suspended inde'nitely. If you are high-risk, either because 
of your age or medical condition, please stay at home where you are safe and 
keeping others safe. 

PRESCOT FOODBANK PRESCOT FOODBANK PRESCOT FOODBANK PRESCOT FOODBANK urgently needs your donations of food. Among 
suggested items are tinned food (savoury and sweet, eg, beans, spaghetti, 
soup, custard, rice pudding, fruit), dried pasta and rice, tea bags, breakfast 



cereals, tea bags, toilet roll and otehr toiletries. You can leave donations at 
St Mary’s or drop them in the marked bin by the entrance to Tesco Extra.    

SHARe KNOWSLEY SHARe KNOWSLEY SHARe KNOWSLEY SHARe KNOWSLEY continues to support refugees and asylum seekers 
in Prescot and the wider area. Toiletry donations such as shampoo and 
conditioner are most welcome. Please see Kim if you can help. 

IF YOU HAVE AN INTERNET CONNECTIONIF YOU HAVE AN INTERNET CONNECTIONIF YOU HAVE AN INTERNET CONNECTIONIF YOU HAVE AN INTERNET CONNECTION, please keep up-to-
date with the parish at prescotparish.org.uk, twitter.com/prescotparish 
andfacebook.com/prescotparishchurch. �is is an important way we 
continue to minister to the needs of the congregation when we cannot 
meet for services. As well as news, we’ll share resources to encourage you 
and help you nurture your own prayer and devotional practices at home. 

WE ARE LEARNING WE ARE LEARNING WE ARE LEARNING WE ARE LEARNING to be a very diLerent kind of church in the current 
situation and are doing our best to keep in touch with all parishioners. If 
you are struggling at home or know someone in the parish who needs 
assistance, please contact one of the clergy. (See Fr JeL’s message below for 
phone numbers and email addresses.) 

THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL COMMITTEE THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL COMMITTEE THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL COMMITTEE THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL COMMITTEE thanks audiences and 
volunteers for their patience in awaiting news of the 16th Annual Prescot 
Festival of Music & the Arts. �e April AGM has been postponed. 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JEFFA MESSAGE FROM FATHER JEFFA MESSAGE FROM FATHER JEFFA MESSAGE FROM FATHER JEFF    

Dear Friends, 

As the coronavirus forces many of us to stay at home 
reactions seem to vary enormously. I have one friend 
who refuses to accept that this is any more than the 
usual winter ’Mu problem while another says she does 
not know how she can cope with it all. 

Some anxieties do seem rather over the top—and a 
danger to our psychological health. But a little 
anxiety is healthy. �is is a serious situation. Quite 
rightly the Government has recommended that we 
discontinue public worship. It is a hard ruling, 
especially at a time when we need the strength of our faith more than ever. 
Nevertheless, we must play our part by not only protecting ourselves, but 
also protecting others and turning the tide in the battle against 

coronavirus. 

Perhaps stoked by the media, this national threat seems to bring out the 
best and the worst in us. My last visit to a Bank (when it was deemed “as 
safe as it would ever be”) was lightened by hearing the bank clerk checking 
that an old lady had enough help to “see her through”. It turned out that 
the customer had no family and the bank clerk not only gave her some 
helpful advice on getting help, but even gave the old lady her mobile 
number with instructions to ring “day or night” if she was in diOculties. 
Two strangers - and the kindness of the Good Samaritan shone through. 

Sadly, some others have reacted diLerently. �ere have been the 
extraordinarily self-centred shopping raids on the Supermarkets. [�inks: 
Do people really need all those toilet rolls?] �ere was even the story that a 
large Supermarket had put a large notice in every window: 

NO TOILET PAPER KEPT ON THESE PREMISES OVERNIGHT 

I did hear of one man being attacked verbally (and crudely) as he crossed 
the Cables Retail Park with a huge pack of toilet rolls under each arm. �e 
abuser did not stay long enough to 'nd out that John (not his real name) 
had queued to buy these packs even though they were for two diLerent 
house-bound neighbours! �is “created crisis” seems to be bringing out 
the best and the worst in folk. 

One purpose of this bulletin is to reassure you that you are not forgotten. 
If you need assistance, please contact: 

 Revd John A Taylor 
  john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719          
 Revd Kim Mannings 
  revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
 Revd Peter Cowley, CA 
  petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752660591 
 David Kernick 
  kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

It seems unfathomable to some people that neither the government nor 
science can control every dangerous event that threatens our well-being. 
We do try to control life as well as we can and it is only common sense that 
we follow all the evidence-base advice as best we can, but the truth is that 
there is also an uncertainty and unpredictability in life. 


