
Sunday 12 April 2020—Easter Day 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
God of glory, by the raising of your 
Son you have broken the chains of 
death and hell: �ll your Church with 
faith and hope; for a new day has 
dawned and the way to life stands 
open in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
Old Testament Jeremiah 31.1-6    
Psalm   118.1-2,14-24 
New Testament Acts 10.34-43 
Gospel  Matthew 28.1-10   

 
For your prayers: 
 1e NHS & emergency services 
 All who are sick, especially 

those with coronavirus, and 
their families 

 All those isolating on their own, 
especially those struggling with 
loneliness or poor mental 
health 

 Deaths: Robert Smith 



EASTER SERMON BY THE REVEREND JOHN TAYLOREASTER SERMON BY THE REVEREND JOHN TAYLOREASTER SERMON BY THE REVEREND JOHN TAYLOREASTER SERMON BY THE REVEREND JOHN TAYLOR    

I suspect that for most of us this is the strangest Easter 
we have ever experienced. It is a sad irony that as we 
enter spring and the celebration of new life, the 
coronavirus virus has gripped the country. Many 
people are understandably anxious and afraid of what 
is to come, the world suddenly feels a darker place. 

In the gospel of St John, we are told that on the �rst 
Easter Day, as events began to unfold, the solitary 
�gure of Mary Magdalen made her way to the tomb of Jesus, whilst it was 
still dark. She went in the hour before dawn, when the world is at its 
darkest, just before the light of a new day breaks through. 

We are told that she had been a>icted with some great evil, from which 
Jesus had delivered her. He had set her free from her darkness and she had 
followed him all the way to the cross. Standing there she had shared Jesus’ 
darkest hour. She had watched what was unbearable to watch, powerless to 
help. She remained faithful to the end. 1is is no pretend world that St 
John writes about in his gospel, we all know people, who out of love for 
another, have borne the unbearable.  

Out of love and conviction Mary remained faithful. On Easter morning 
she is still there, having returned to the empty tomb. She is the �rst to meet 
the risen Christ, in the bright dawn of his Resurrection, and he calls her by 
her name. 

In this time of anxiety and uncertainty we do well to remember the 
experience of Mary Magdalen, her journey to the tomb stared out in 
darkness and ended in a meeting with the risen Christ and a new way of 
looking at life. 

Jesus our risen Lord calls each one of us by our name, as he called Mary 
and he tells us that we are loved, and we are to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are to demonstrate Jesus’ love in the way in which we care 
for one another.  

1e present darkness we �nd ourselves going through will end, and we can 
use this dark experience as a wakeup call for a less sel�sh way of living. 1e 
Resurrection of Christ our Lord, a@rms that there can be transforming 
light in the world. God will make sure there is; and like Mary Magdalene, 



we are a part of Christ’s Resurrection light. 1e change begins with us, 
when we play our part in bringing Christ’s light and love to one another. 

May the strength of the risen Christ be with you this Easter. 

 John 
A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS remain closed—but we are still the Church whether we are 
together or apart, however. 1ank you to all those who participated in 
worship during Holy Week, whether using the printed materials sent to 
everyone on the parish electoral roll or using the resources we provided 
through Facebook and the parish website. We continue to keep people up-
to-date with encouragement, prayer resources, parish news and occasional 
videos—including some for Easter Day itself—at: 

 facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
 twitter.com/prescotparish 
 prescotparish.org.uk 

Please contact Dave (details below) if you have an internet connection and 
a suitable device (ie, smartphone, tablet or PC) but also have an issue 
accessing the online resources. If you are struggling and need pastoral 
support or practical help, please contact someone: 

 Revd John A Taylor 
 john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 

 Revd Kim Mannings 
 revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 

 Revd Peter Cowley, CA 
 petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 

 David Kernick (volunteer point of contact) 
 kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

1ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned �sh, tinned desserts and 
tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the entrance 
to Tesco Extra Prescot. 



www.cartoonchurch.com 

THE APRIL PRESCOT FESTIVALTHE APRIL PRESCOT FESTIVALTHE APRIL PRESCOT FESTIVALTHE APRIL PRESCOT FESTIVAL AGMAGMAGMAGM has been postponed, and all 
events for 19-28 June are now provisional. Watch this space for news of 
the Prescot Festival Short Story Competition, however, as this is one aspect 
of the festival we look forward to pressing on with come rain or shine! 


