
Sunday 19 April 2020—Second Sunday of Easter 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
Almighty Father, you have given your 
only Son to die for our sins and to 
rise again for our justi�cation: grant 
us so to put away the leaven of malice 
and wickedness that we may always 
serve you in pureness of living and 
truth; through the merits of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
New Testament Acts 2.14a,22-32 
Psalm  16 
New Testament 1 Peter 1.3-9   
Gospel  John 20.19-31  
 
For your prayers: 
 Deaths: Alf Matthews, 

Lillian Aston, Phyllis Higgins, 
Dorothy Dickinson, Bob Smith 



MESSAGE FROM THE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CAMESSAGE FROM THE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CAMESSAGE FROM THE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CAMESSAGE FROM THE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CA    

Dear friends, 

It is really good to have this opportunity to talk to you today. We have not 
had a service for four Sundays and have had a strange Easter celebration.  

I hope you are all well and are coping with the present situation. Taking 
regular exercise if you can and keeping your mind active, watching old TV 
and �lms and reading or doing hobbies I have 
tried to do these and do a lot of walking! 

Today is normally known as Low Sunday, the 
Second Sunday of Easter, apparently also known 
as =omas Sunday; the gospel reading is an apt 
one for our situation—the disciples are locked in 
an upper room, frightened and anxious about their 
plight. Jesus, dead and resurrected, and they are in 
hiding and waiting for the knock on the door! 

=eirs is for fear of arrest, but ours is to keep us 
safe and others safe from the Covid-19 virus. It is dark times for us, too. 

I have been reading a book in Lent, poetry by George Herbert. I have been 
reading one poem a day with an explanation. Hope is the thing that runs 
through the message of these poems, and they helped me to see hope in all 
that happened to Jesus in his passion, and us at this di?cult time. 

=e gospel for today is two parts without =omas and then a week later 
with =omas. But the �rst part is about the hope of Jesus risen and 
conquering death. =ey are afraid. He brings peace: He breathes the Holy 
Spirit on them to strengthen them; peace and strength.  

=ese are, I believe, the messages and the words for each of us. =is is a 
di?cult, even dark time, yet Jesus has and will support us in the way of the 
cross and resurrection and his appearances. 

Secondly, when he did catch up with =omas. he too was able quell his 
doubts and believe! =omas had to see, touch and speak to Jesus directly. 
How oAen do you hear someone say, I won’t believe it unless I see it? We 
are the ones who have not seen yet believe; we have to believe in faith and 
hope, but we do have the Holy Spirit to support us and give us strength, so 
that like =omas we can say, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 



Let us each take heart in the faith we have and see in Christ our peace and 
hope at his time. 

And continue to pray and support all who are on the front line in this 
battle. 

=anks to all who have worked so hard on the worship in the parish. I t has 
been inspiring. Together we will succeed, and Jesus will be there with us all! 

 Peter 

RIP, DOROTHY DICKINSON. RIP, DOROTHY DICKINSON. RIP, DOROTHY DICKINSON. RIP, DOROTHY DICKINSON. We are sorry to report the death of 
Dorothy Dickinson, a dear Christian lady and stalwart member of the 
church. Because of the present di?culties, her son Robert has asked if 
people would send him their memories of Dorothy and what she meant to 
them.=ese can be shared on a later occasion. Robert’s email is 
robertdson@btinternet.com, or his address is 51 Delph Lane, L35 7JE. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned �sh, tinned desserts and 
tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the entrance 
to Tesco Extra Prescot. 

THE PRESCOT FESTIVALTHE PRESCOT FESTIVALTHE PRESCOT FESTIVALTHE PRESCOT FESTIVAL AGMAGMAGMAGM has been postponed, and all events for 
19-28 June are now provisional. =e 2020 Short Story Competition is now 
open, however, and the theme this year is ‘Dreams.’ =e deadline is 29 May, 
and £100 is on oLer for the winning entry. For more information, including 
full rules, visit www.prescotfestival.co.uk. 

A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH A REMINDER THAT ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS remain closed—but we are still the Church whether we are 
together or apart, however. =ank you to all those who participated in 
worship over Holy Week and Easter, whether using the printed materials 
sent to everyone on the parish electoral roll or using the resources we 
provided through Facebook and the parish website. We continue to keep 
people up-to-date with encouragement, prayer resources, parish news and 
occasional videos online at: 

 facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
 twitter.com/prescotparish 
 prescotparish.org.uk 



Please contact Dave (details below) if you have an internet connection and 
a suitable device (ie, smartphone, tablet or PC) but also have an issue 
accessing the online resources. If you are struggling and need pastoral 
support or practical help, please contact someone: 

 Revd John A Taylor 
 john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 

 Revd Kim Mannings 
 revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 

 Revd Peter Cowley, CA 
 petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 

 David Kernick (volunteer point of contact) 
 kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

=ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 

An excerpt from 

‘Easter’ 
By George Herbert 

 

Rise heart; thy Lord is risen.  Sing his praise 

                                                  Without delayes, 

Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise 

                                                  With him mayst rise: 

That, as his death calcined1 thee to dust, 

His life may make thee gold, and much more, just. 


