
Sunday 3 May 2020—Fourth Sunday of Easter 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
Almighty Father, who in your great 
mercy gladdened the disciples with 
the sight of the risen Lord: give us 
such knowledge of his presence with 
us, that we may be strengthened and 
sustained by his risen life and serve 
you continually in righteousness and 
truth; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Above: Ich bin der Gute Hirt 
(I am the good shepherd) 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
New Testament Acts 2.42-47 
Psalm  23  
New Testament 1 Peter 2.19-25 
Gospel  John 10.1-10  

For your prayers: 
 Deaths: Phyllis Higgins, 

Dorothy Dickenson, Ron Jones, 
Lilly Aston, 5omas Orford 

IAIN PARKS WRITESIAIN PARKS WRITESIAIN PARKS WRITESIAIN PARKS WRITES    

I want to start by thanking Fr John, Kim and the team for inviting me to 
address you on this, the Fourth Sunday a:er Easter. For those of you who 
don’t know me my name is Iain Parks and I am the head teacher at St Mary 
and St Paul’s School. Can I also thank you all for your prayers, ongoing 



thoughts and well wishes for all that we try to achieve down at your Parish 
School. It is a great pleasure to serve in this place and we are particularly 
grateful for the work that our clergy do to support us. 

When Kim asked me to re=ect on this passage, John 10.1-10, I couldn’t 
have been more delighted. 5is reading is the starting base for our vision at 
St Mary and St Paul’s. Over the last 18 months to 2 years, I/we have 
regularly re=ected on this reading in order to get the best for the children 
in our care. 

About three years ago, the Church of England released a new vision for 
Education and that is “Life in all its fullness,” which comes from John 
10:10. 5is vision is not just for church schools but very much a vision for 
all. 5is vision is designed to enable children to reach their potential with 
both ambition and joy.  

5is matched our thinking about what we wanted as a school, but before 
we simply copied it, it was important that we delved into what the text was 
trying to say. 

John chapter 10 is a diDcult passage and it certainly confused the disciples 
and Jews at the time. Jesus spoke in a brutal way about how we enter 
heaven; He said that, in essence, unless we follow the rules to get in then 
we are “a thief and a robber”.  

5is made me think of the story I was once told. 

A thief broke into a medium-sized suburban home, looking for anything 
he could Fnd to throw into his bag and =og. He went from closet to closet 
and room to room before eventually Fnding the main bedroom. 5ere, he 
immediately rushed to the where he thought the jewels were kept. 5en, 
from nowhere, a voice said quietly: “Jesus is watching you.” 

5e burglar stopped, shocked at what he’d just heard. Following a 
moment’s silence as he listened, he continued, thinking nothing of it. 
“Jesus is watching you,” the voice said again, this time louder. 5e thief 
whipped around, eyes darting all over the room. 

“Oh, thank the heavens… it’s just a parrot!” the thief sighed in relief. 
“What’s your name?” 

“Lizzie,” replied the parrot. 

Shaking his head, the thief continued his search, throwing Rolexes and 
pearl earrings into his backpack. 



“Well, that’s a ridiculous name – who’d call a parrot Lizzie?” 

“5e same person who called their Rottweiler Jesus.” 

Clearly, for us we aren’t worried about a Rottweiler but we are worried 
about what Jesus thinks as he watches us. We were given one key rule to 
follow, Love your God and Love your neighbour. 5roughout this passage, 
Jesus talks to us about how we should be both a leader and follower. A 
follower of his actions: He says he is the gate and it’s through the gate we 
should enter; but also a leader, a leader amongst others so that we can show 
them the way to the gate.  

Jesus states if we can achieve this then we can have life and have it to the 
full. 

Before working in schools, I did some missionary work out in Sierra Leone 
and John 10.10 loosely translates to “But me come and take and get kind 
life, we get until we live for it.” 5e grammar isn’t easy to follow but the 
idea that we need to take it, grab it by the horns and not expect it to come 
to us is really important in order to achieve this mission. 

For us, in a world that is full of opportunity, it is becoming more 
challenging to achieve, “Life in all its fullness.” Basil Hume, one of the great 
cardinals of the Roman Catholic Church, wrote a book around the 
millennium called 5e Mystery of the Incarnation. 

In this book he writes about changing hearts and minds and he says, “Many 
of the values prevalent in our society are too self-regarded and 
materialistic”. How right he is and if we are to be a true follower and a true 
leader then we need to be prepared to put down our materialistic things 
and focus on what can really change the world. Love, Love that drives our 
actions, Love that powers our minds, Love that ensures all can meet Him. 
5is is the basis for our school vision of Life in all its fullness through 
Learning and Love, the two wings to our attempt of achieving Life in all its 
fullness in school. Basil Hume goes on to say about Love. “Don’t fret about 
that, just remember the simple truth; God is Love with you.” 

In this challenging time, where we all have to follow diMerent rules, we are, 
no doubt, conscious of having things taken away from us and restrictions 
put in place to stop us accessing the things that we like and “need”. But if 
we can use this time and space to re=ect on how we can achieve Life in all 
its fullness for ourselves and others around us, then we can beneFt the 
world in a positive manner and ensure that we are ready for when the doors 



open once more.  

Let me Fnish by leaving you with this quote from, Joshua 1.9: 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 

If we can heed this advice, then we can and will, achieve life in all its 
fullness. Amen. 

 Iain Parkes 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned Fsh, tinned desserts 
and tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the 
entrance to Tesco Extra Prescot. 

THE 2020 PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY COMPETITION THE 2020 PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY COMPETITION THE 2020 PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY COMPETITION THE 2020 PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY COMPETITION is 
still open, with a deadline of 29 May. 5e theme is ‘Dreams,’ and the 
winner gets a £100 prize. See www.prescotfestival.co.uk for full 
information and rules. All other events in the 2020 Prescot Festival are 
sadly cancelled, but we look forward to more fantastic community arts and 
music when the time is right. We will be in touch to conFrm our next 
Friends of the Festival meeting, which will include the AGM, as soon as we 
are able. Please keep Tuesday 14 July in your diaries as this may prove a 
viable option. Keep updated at www.prescotfestival.co.uk. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

Knowsley Community Support & Volunteer Line 0800 730 043 
Open 9am-5pm Mon-Fri & 10am-2pm Sat-Sun 


