
Sunday 14 June 2020—First Sunday after Trinity 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
O God, the strength of all those who 
put their trust in you, mercifully 
accept our prayers and, because 
through the weakness of our mortal 
nature we can do no good thing 
without you, grant us the help of your 
grace, that in the keeping of your 
commandments we may please you 
both in will and deed; through Jesus  

 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
Old Testament Genesis 18.1-15  
Psalm  116.1,10-17 
New Testament Romans 5.1-8 
Gospel  Matthew 9.35-10.23 



CHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENING    

You may have read in the press or heard on the news that churches are 
able to open for private prayer from Monday. 6e earliest we will be able 
to open the Parish Church will be next Sunday, as a risk assessment is 
being carried out; social distancing will need to be observed. 6e church 
will be open next Sunday, from 10am to 12noon. If you are in the high risk 
category, please keep safe and pray at home. We will need to review 
Wednesday opening, as some painting work is being carried out at the 
Parish Church. St Paul’s will not be opening at the moment, as the inside 
of the building is to be painted. 

THE REVEREND KIM WRITESTHE REVEREND KIM WRITESTHE REVEREND KIM WRITESTHE REVEREND KIM WRITES    

“…we also boast in our su?erings, knowing that su?ering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us…” 

In this passage from the letter to the Romans, written (most probably) by 
the apostle Paul, he speaks of pain; of su?ering, in one of the most quoted 
Scriptures of all time. 

And we know, don’t we, that life can bring with it all kinds of pain, of 
su?ering - the absurd, the tragic, the nonsensical, the unjust and the 
undeserved – wounds of di?erent kinds. 

It’s one of my favourite passages in all of Scripture, but I’ve seen it used in 
a whole host of ways: at best, as a trite “don’t worry, be happy” mantra, 
and, at worst, as a way of diminishing the su?ering of others.  Yet, when 
we take it to either of these extremes, we run the risk of doing an injustice 
to what St Paul was actually trying to say.   

6is is a passage about transformation – the kind of transformation that 
we see throughout Scripture. 6e kind of transformation a haemorrhaging 
woman experienced at the touch of Jesus’ cloak; the kind of 
transformation those su?ering with skin diseases, blindness, deafness 
experienced. 6e kind of transformation the demon possessed, the 
nobodies, the saints and the sinners, the tax collectors and prostitutes, the 
persecutors and the privileged, centurions and Gshermen, received when 
they encountered Jesus – when they encountered the love of Christ, who 
was willing to die out of love of them. Out of love of us.   

Jesus on the cross is the greatest image of transformation. He does not 



return the hostility, hatred, accusations or malice directed at him. He holds 
the su?ering in his broken and pierced body, until it becomes resurrection.   

Yet, as human beings our natural instinct is to try to Gx pain, to control it, 
or to try to understand it. I’d love to say that my su?ering has always 
produced endurance, and endurance – character, and character – hope.  
But so oIen our experience is quite to the contrary. So oIen su?ering 
produces indi?erence, fear, hard-heartedness and despair – so oIen we can 
end up very, very disappointed. So oIen we Gnd ourselves scapegoating and 
exporting our unresolved hurt. It’s the most common storyline of human 
history. And, yet, the Jesus Story Jips this on its head. 6e Jesus Story is 
about radically transforming history and individuals so that we don’t just 
keep handing down this pain from generation to generation.  

6e theologian Richard Rohr once famously said that “If we don’t 
transform our pain, we’ll transmit it”. 6at “if we don’t transform our pain, 
we’ll become cynical, negative and bitter” as it is so easy to do.   

Yet Christ invites each of us into this transformational, resurrection love of 
which Paul speaks. 6e type of transformation that will take our whole life 
to even begin to comprehend, recognising that we will never be the perfect, 
Gnished product this side of eternity, but the type of transformation that 
sets us free and sets free those around us. 6e type of transformation that 
transforms pain, rather than transmitting it. 6e type of transformation 
that doesn’t mean escaping pain or forgetting it took place – but the type of 
transformation that allows us to love others out of our own brokenness, just 
as the resurrected Christ loved, even with holes in his hands. 

6ere is a centuries-old Japanese art of Gxing broken pottery known as 
Kintsugi, poetically translated as “golden joinery”. Rather than simply 
gluing broken pottery back together with adhesive, the Kintsugi technique 
employs a special tree sap lacquer dusted with powdered gold. Once 
completed, beautiful seams of gold glint in the conspicuous cracks. 6is 
unique method celebrates each artifact’s unique history by emphasizing 
its fractures and breaks instead of hiding or disguising them, and oIen 
makes the repaired piece even more beautiful than the original, revitalizing 
it with a new look and giving it a second life. 

May each of us, in our weakness, our imperfections, and in our pain, know 
that brokenness is not the end of the story. May we allow the God of 
transformation to take the pain within us, take all that seeks to undo and 
destroy, and craI in our hearts and lives an endurance, a character and a 
hope which never disappoints. May we experience the life-changing hope 



of God’s Spirit in us. May we glimmer with streaks of gold.  Amen. 

 K�� 

VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: Ann Capewell has put together some 
garden planters for church funds.  If you are interested, please phone 
07561170114 to discuss. Price would include local delivery. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned Gsh, tinned desserts 
and tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the 
entrance to Tesco Extra Prescot. FoodBank itself is open in Prescot every 
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 2pm, at the Salvation Army on the corner of 
Ash Grove and Warrington Road. It is there to help anyone who is 
struggling Gnancially and cannot buy essential groceries at the moment. 

SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY continues its excellent work supporting refugees 
locally. 6ey especially need donations of men’s toiletries at the moment. 
6e drop-o? point is St Aidan's Parish House, 92 Adswood Road, Huyton 
L36 7XR. Contact the Revd Kim if you have any queries. 

THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL cannot go ahead this week, but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t enjoy arts and music online. Please keep an eye on the 
Facebook page and oQcial festival website in the next couple of weeks, as 
we’ll be sharing photos and videos to remind everyone of the great times 
we’ve had and as a foretaste of the great times still ahead. Find us at 
www.prescotfestival.co.uk and www.facebook.com/prescotfestival. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

If you are struggling and need pastoral support or practical help, please 
contact someone: 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

6ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 


