
Sunday 28 June 2020—Third Sunday after Trinity 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
Almighty God, you have broken the 
tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit 
of your Son into our hearts whereby 
we call you Father: give us grace to 
dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be 
brought to the glorious liberty of the 
children of God; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    

Old Testament Genesis 22.1-14 
Psalm   13 
New Testament Romans 6.12-23  
Gospel  Matthew 10.40-42  

For your prayers: 
 Deaths: Marjorie Sadowsky, 

Lilian Catherine Evans 

‘When Jesus went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured 

their sick.’ 



CHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENING    

You may have heard that churches will be able to open for public worship 
in July. We are still waiting for instructions from the central church and 
our bishop as to what the new guidelines will be, so at present the Parish 
Church, St Mary’s will continue to be open on Sundays from 10am to 
12noon for private prayer only. Visitors will be asked to wash their hands 
on entering and leaving the building and observe social distancing while 
inside. If you are in the extremely vulnerable category, please stay at home 
where you are safe. 

THE REVEREND JEFF ENGEL WRITESTHE REVEREND JEFF ENGEL WRITESTHE REVEREND JEFF ENGEL WRITESTHE REVEREND JEFF ENGEL WRITES    

“<e Lord be in my mind, upon my lips, and in my heart that I may 
worthily proclaim His Holy Gospel.”   

Jesus said, “Whoever give to one of these little ones a cup of water because 
they are disciples shall not lose their reward.” 

A few Sundays ago Captain Peter Cowley rightly pointed out that once 
Jesus had ascended it was (and is) down to us to continue His work and 
spread the Good News. He quoted the words of Teresa of Avila: “Christ 
has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through which to look out compassion on this 
world.” 

Today Jesus gives a practical example to inspire us: “Whoever give to one 
of these little ones a cup of water because they are disciples shall not lose 
their reward.” 

Why does Jesus single out giving a drink to “a little one”—a child? Well, a 
little one can’t repay you by taking you out for a drink or whatever. She 
can only be grateful for your good will and compassion. <e disciple owes 
so much to Jesus, he can move beyond the selCshness of the tit-for-tat that 
says “I’ll only help someone if they can in turn do something for me.” 

As disciples most of us have to learn this: it doesn’t necessarily come 
naturally. It’s part of our Christian growth. I remember young Paul. I was 
doing some counselling in a large comprehensive school, and Paul was 
having trouble making genuine relationships: What Paul said to me was a 
dead giveaway. “You know,” he said, “it’s no good being nice to people, 
they don’t do any more for you!” So Jesus is saying: Our Giving should be 
compassion in action, not just trying to get something out of people. 



Generosity of spirit should be the mark of our discipleship. 

You may have read HL Gee’s story of the cobbler who had always wanted to 
be ordained. Sadly, he never made it, but he lived out his discipleship in the 
honest, quality service he gave his customers and in the way he helped Carl, 
a young boy, who worked for him. Carl decided that he, too, would like to 
live out his discipleship through ordination, and with the shoemaker’s 
encouragement managed get through all the years of training. Just before 
his ordination the cobbler said to Carl, “It was always my desire to be a 
minister of the gospel, but it was not to be. Promise me one thing. Let me 
cobble and make a pair of shoes for you for nothing. I want you to wear 
them in the pulpit when you preach. <en, I will feel you are preaching the 
Gospel I always wanted to preach: standing in my shoes.” 

Beyond doubt, both Carl and the cobbler were both reaching out as Christ’s 
hands in the world, and the cobbler was content that only the boy knew. 
Both Carl & the cobbler were faithful disciples. 

Just a Cnal word of encouragement: Sometimes it is necessary to say 
something about our faith as well as preach it through action. 
Misunderstandings can happen. 

Isaac was oG to university. Since he was fourteen Mum had tried to get him 
to tidy and clean his room—all to no avail. But today he was leaving for 
university, and he felt he must give his mother a treat. So he took time to 
make his bed. To his surprise, his mum became even more emotional when 
she looked in his bedroom. “Look,” she wailed tearfully, “he’s like a stranger 
already!” Sometimes we just have to explain—it gives us the opportunity to 
say something of the faith that is in us! 

<e prayer I started with is based on one normally said silently by the 
minister before she reads the gospel in church, but it is a splendid prayer 
for all of us as we face a new week; a new week in which we are charged to 
carry God’s love into the world. 

<e Lord be in my mind; 
the Lord be upon my lips; 
the Lord be in my heart; 
that I may live out His Good News 
in this new week. Amen. 

 Fa���� J	
 



VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: Ann Capewell has put together some 
garden planters for church funds.  If you are interested, please phone 
07561170114 to discuss. Price would include local delivery. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned Csh, tinned desserts 
and tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the 
entrance to Tesco Extra Prescot. FoodBank itself is open in Prescot every 
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 2pm, at the Salvation Army on the corner of 
Ash Grove and Warrington Road. It is there to help anyone who is 
struggling Cnancially and cannot buy essential groceries at the moment. 

SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY continues its excellent work supporting refugees 
locally. <ey especially need donations of men’s toiletries at the moment. 
<e drop-oG point is St Aidan's Parish House, 92 Adswood Road, Huyton 
L36 7XR. Contact the Revd Kim if you have any queries. 

THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL was unable to go ahead this week, but that 
didn’t mean we couldn’t enjoy arts and music online. Please check the 
Facebook page and oOcial festival website for photos and videos to remind 
everyone of the great times we’ve had and as a foretaste of the great times 
still ahead. Find us at www.prescotfestival.co.uk and 
www.facebook.com/prescotfestival. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

If you are struggling and need pastoral support or practical help, please 
contact someone: 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

<ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 


