
Sunday 31 May 2020—Feast of Pentecost 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
God, who as at this time taught the 
hearts of your faithful people by 
sending to them the light of your 
Holy Spirit: grant us by the same 
Spirit to have a right judgement in all 
things and evermore to rejoice in his 
holy comfort; through the merits of 
Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
New Testament Acts 2.1-21 
Psalm   104.26-36,37b* 
New Testament 1 Corinthians  
   12.3b-13 
Gospel  John 7.37-39  

For your prayers: 

 Deaths: Bill Buxton, 
Ruth Davies 

 Anniversaries: Barbara Hudson, 
Ann Murray, Derek Osborn, 
Maureen Tyrer 



THE REVD JOHN TAYLOR WRITESTHE REVD JOHN TAYLOR WRITESTHE REVD JOHN TAYLOR WRITESTHE REVD JOHN TAYLOR WRITES    

On the feast of Pentecost, the =rst followers of Jesus tumbled out into the 
streets of Jerusalem alive with the power of God’s Spirit; and the 
bystanders were bemused. ‘What does this mean?’ was the reaction of 
some; whilst the less charitable onlookers dismissed the noisy group of 
uneducated Galileans as being drunk; thinking that their ecstatic speech 
was the result of too much wine, too early in the morning. But at least 
some people were amazed and interested enough to ask what it all meant. 

‘What does it mean?’ they asked; and that is still a relevant question. Peter 
gives his explanation of what was happening. He says that it is the 
outpouring of God’s Spirit on all people, as foretold by the prophet Joel. 

Having said this there is something which Peter doesn’t deal with directly 
and that is the miracle of understanding which is taking place. We are told 
that there are Parthians, Meads, Elamites and the rest; and all these people 
hear of the mighty acts of God in their own language. Cey don’t hear in 
Greek, or Aramaic or any of the commonly spoken languages of the time, 
which most people knew; but each hear in their own language. 

I think a miracle of understanding is something we are going to need, as 
we emerge from this Covid19 global pandemic. Ce new normal will be 
diDerent from what had gone before. We will need to learn and 
understand better what is important in life. 

I have been moved by the way in which we have all applauded our 
National Health Service workers each Cursday. Men and women who 
have put their own wellbeing at risk in order to care for others. 
Government ministers rightly join in this applause, yet governments have 
been responsible for underfunding the NHS for years, and many of the 
vital workers on whom we depend are on low pay - both in the health 
service and care homes. 

As we watch the NHS workers on our TV screens, the mixture of 
ethnicities is obvious. Many will have been born in this country; some will 
be immigrants. All of them are working to save lives, and we rightly 
express our gratitude to them. It is ironic that only a few months ago 
during the toxic Brexit campaign, immigrants were, in some quarters, 
being spoken of with contempt. 

One of the points of the Pentecost story is that the Holy Spirit can break 



down the barriers we put up, to shut out those who we consider diDerent 
than ourselves. Ce Spirit breaks down barriers and lets us see the real 
people behind the arti=cial divides and labels we put on others. Ce Spirit 
helps us to see others for who that are, none other than our brothers and 
sisters who, like us, are made in the image of the living God. 

So, there is a question for each of us today. Ce same question asked by the 
people of Jerusalem when they heard the disciples speaking, ‘What does this 
mean?’ What does this mean for us? What barriers have we put up against 
other people, what prejudices do we have that need to be broken down by 
the Holy Spirit? Broken down so that we can see the people behind those 
barriers are created by God, loved by God and redeemed by Him. 

In learning to accept others, we have to learn that very diEcult lesson of 
accepting ourselves, and then that even more diEcult task of accepting that 
we are accepted by God. 

Amen. 

John 
VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: Ann Capewell has put together some 
garden planters for church funds.  If you are interested, please phone 
07561170114 to discuss. Price would include local delivery. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned =sh, tinned desserts and 
tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the entrance 
to Tesco Extra Prescot. FoodBank itself is open in Prescot every 
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 2pm, at the Salvation Army on the corner of 
Ash Grove and Warrington Road. It is there to help anyone who is 
struggling =nancially and cannot buy essential groceries at the moment. 

SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY continues its excellent work supporting refugees 
locally. Cey especially need donations of men’s toiletries at the moment. 
Ce drop-oD point is St Aidan's Parish House, 92 Adswood Road, Huyton 
L36 7XR. Contact the Revd Kim if you have any queries. 

IF YOU ARE PART OF THE ENVELOPE GIVING SCHEMEIF YOU ARE PART OF THE ENVELOPE GIVING SCHEMEIF YOU ARE PART OF THE ENVELOPE GIVING SCHEMEIF YOU ARE PART OF THE ENVELOPE GIVING SCHEME and have 
envelopes mounting up at home, please consider joining the Parish Giving 
Scheme, which has been running smoothly for 12 months now. It has 



bene=ts for both you and the parish. Our treasurer, Keith Porter, is always 
available if you’d like to =nd out more. Phone him on 0151 426 1819 or 
email at keithp040486@gmail.com. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

If you are struggling and need pastoral support or practical help, please 
contact someone: 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

Cere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 


