
Sunday 7 June 2020—Trinity Sunday 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you have given us your servants 
grace, by the confession of a true 
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the 
eternal Trinity and in the power of 
the divine majesty to worship the 
Unity: keep us steadfast in this faith, 
that we may evermore be defended  

 
from all adversities; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
New Testament Isaiah 40.12-17, 
   27-31 
Psalm  8 
New Testament 2 Corinthians  
   13.11-13 
Gospel  Matthew 28.16-20 

For your prayers: 
 Deaths: Ruth Davies 
 Anniversaries: Brian Rigby, 

Bob Howard 

DAVID KERNICK WRITESDAVID KERNICK WRITESDAVID KERNICK WRITESDAVID KERNICK WRITES    

Asking a lay person to preach on Trinity Sunday is a risky proposition, 
because the Trinity—the doctrine that God is three in one and one in three, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—has been one of the most cherished and 
jealously guarded truths throughout the history of the Church. Anyone 
might easily say the wrong thing and slip dangerously close to heresy. 

(=at said, I believe a clergyman, who shall remain nameless, once gave his 
curate, Kim—oops—the advice that a bit of heresy was >ne as long as the 
sermon was kept to seven minutes. In jest, of course. Well, one hopes.) 

Despite being a doctrine that is taken very seriously, however, the Trinity is 
also something that we easily relegate to the category of ‘It’s true, and I 



believe it,’ without ever knowing or understanding why we believe it and 
what diBerence it makes. So today, I’d like to touch upon what it means for 
us that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three persons but one 
indivisible God. If that thought gives you a logical headache, consider for a 
moment not how it can be, but what it means for us. 

=e Trinity means, >rstly, that when God acts in Jesus and through the 
Holy Spirit, he’s not doing so remotely, as if he’s merely sending a 
representative on his behalf. He is acting himself in our lives. God does not 
send others to do his dirty work: When Jesus comes to live, suBer and die 
among us, God himself lives, suBers and dies among us. When the Holy 
Spirit comes to be our comforter, our strength and an internal presence 
and guide, it is God himself who comes and dwells within us. God doesn’t 
sit back and watch from a comfortable seat far away: He gets directly 
involved.  

=e Trinity means, secondly, that at the very core of God’s being, from 
eternity to eternity, is a loving relationship, a family, if you like, of three 
persons. St John, more than any other New Testament writer, spoke about 
Jesus Christ as God himself, and perhaps this is also why he stated with 
such con>dence that ‘God is love.’ God is love, because within himself is 
an eternally loving fellowship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. =is tells us 
something about the image we, as humans were created in—we are made 
for loving relationships, one with another. When we establish bonds of 
friendship, or when we are born into a loving family or create a new family 
through marriage or a faithful relationship, or when we make a brief and 
passing human connection—a word of kindness, a good deed or an act of 
selCessness stemming from love—we reCect the image of God. 

And the Trinity means, thirdly, that our salvation is so much more than 
God forgiving sin or assuring us of heaven when we die. Salvation is an 
invitation to become part of the eternal, loving relationship of the Trinity. 
We’re welcomed in to a kind of family and, as St Peter put it, made 
‘partakers of the divine nature.’ Eastern Orthodox Christians express this 
as ‘theosis’ or ‘dei>cation’—becoming God. Of course we are human and, 
as such, we can never be like God in all ways. We are mortal and >nite, and 
have a beginning and an end, where God is eternal, outside the constraints 
of time and space; but he can graciously invite us into his eternity, and he 
does. We are united in the circle of love that is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



If you are fortunate to be back in the workplace, rejoice that in being 
partakers of the divine nature, where you go, God goes. As a friend of God 
you bring the love that exists between Father, Son and Holy Spirit into the 
oFce, the classroom, the supermarket, the construction site, the bus depot, 
the corner shop, the hospital. Consider what a privilege and an opportunity 
that is to carry the love of God where it is needed, whether you show it by 
listening and understanding, by being a practical help, by speaking a timely 
word of comfort. 

Although we are told the lockdown is easing, we are still in very challenging 
times, and lockdown conditions remain a reality for many of us, especially 
in our part of the country, which is more vulnerable to the spread of 
infection than other parts of the UK. If you are on your own, take comfort 
that in knowing Christ you are made a participant in the very life of the 
Trinity. God does not watch our loneliness and pain from afar and pity us; 
instead, having suBered with us in Jesus, he invites us into the life of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit; you are not alone; you are enveloped every moment in 
the love of God. 

When you share a meal with those you live with or bump into a familiar 
face in the park—not literally, if you follow the guidelines, of course—you 
carry the presence of God with you. In your neighbourhood and as you run 
errands, you carry the very presence of God with you. As you Zoom or 
Skype or chat on the phone with those you cannot be with in person, you 
carry the presence of God with you, and that God is love—the love that is 
shown in selCessness, sacri>ce and care for others. 

Allow me to leave you with a quote by Baxter Kruger, an American 
preacher and teacher whose thoughts about Jesus and the Trinity have 
helped me over the years. 

“=e doctrine of the Trinity means that relationship, that fellowship, that 
togetherness and sharing, that self-giving and other-centeredness are not 
aJerthoughts with God, but the deepest truth about the being of God. =e 
Father is not consumed with Himself; He loves the Son and the Spirit. And 
the Son is not riddled with narcissism; he loves his Father and the Spirit. 
And the Spirit is not preoccupied with himself and his own glory; the Spirit 
loves the Father and the Son. Giving, not taking; other-centeredness, not 
self-centeredness; sharing, not hoarding are what >re the rockets of God 
and lie at the very centre of God’s existence as Father, Son and Spirit.” 

 D��� 



VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: VIRTUAL GARDEN STALL: Ann Capewell has put together some 
garden planters for church funds.  If you are interested, please phone 
07561170114 to discuss. Price would include local delivery. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned >sh, tinned desserts 
and tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the 
entrance to Tesco Extra Prescot. FoodBank itself is open in Prescot every 
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 2pm, at the Salvation Army on the corner of 
Ash Grove and Warrington Road. It is there to help anyone who is 
struggling >nancially and cannot buy essential groceries at the moment. 

SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY continues its excellent work supporting refugees 
locally. =ey especially need donations of men’s toiletries at the moment. 
=e drop-oB point is St Aidan's Parish House, 92 Adswood Road, Huyton 
L36 7XR. Contact the Revd Kim if you have any queries. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

If you are struggling and need pastoral support or practical help, please 
contact someone: 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

=ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 

DEDICATIONSDEDICATIONSDEDICATIONSDEDICATIONS    

 In loving memory of Brian Rigby (1945-2019) 
From Gwen 

Robert Alan Howard; died suddenly 23 years ago, on 5 June 1997 (aged 
58). Forever in our thoughts. From Rob, Laura, Dorothy & Benjamin Alan 


