
Sunday 12 July 2020—Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
Almighty and everlasting God, by 
whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and sancti�ed: 
hear our prayer which we o�er for all 
your faithful people, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may serve 
you in holiness and truth to the glory 
of your name; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
Old Testament Genesis 25.19-34  
Psalm  119.105-112 
New Testament Romans 8.1-11 
Gospel  Matthew 13.1-9, 
   18-23 
For your prayers: 
 Deaths: Lilian Catherine Evans, 

Ricky Landers, Albert Gough 
 Anniversaries: John Hardaker 

But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 

case a hundredfold, in sixty, and in another thirty. 



THE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CA, WRITESTHE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CA, WRITESTHE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CA, WRITESTHE REVEREND PETER COWLEY, CA, WRITES    

“Let anyone who has ears listen!” 

I hope you are all keeping well and even going out a bit more. >ere are 
now shops open and pubs and restaurants as well. 

Today we are asked to read the Parable of the Sower from Matthew 13: 1-9 
and 18-23—the parable and the explanation of it. 

In Jesus’ day sowing seed was usually haphazard, with the seed broadcast 
over the land and being able to, as the parable says, in all sorts of di�erent 
soil types and none. To his listeners as he stood in the boat on the lake 
talking to the great crowd, they would have understood what he was 
describing as the farmer was sowing the seed. He was illustrating his 
teaching of work, of weather, of nature. Jesus knew that if he spoke in the 
way the priests and rabbis did, he would be as dry and even boring as they 
came across. He used the parable method to get over the point he was 
making and to make people think about what he was saying and what it 
meant. 

I am sure that many of you will know the di�erent places the seed fall and 
what happens to it. Jesus relates them to the Christian way of faith and the 
di�erent kinds of ways people experience the faith when they are searching 
possibly for something spiritual that they yearn for perhaps but cannot 
grasp as yet: 

>e path—it is snatched away aCer it is sown in heart. 

>e rocky ground—this is exuberance at hearing the word, and then it has 
no root or foundation. 

>e thorns—where other things crowd in and choke the new seed. 

>ese are the things that stop us perhaps from growing in the faith. >e 
word does get sown in us, but at �rst we lose our way of seeing the way 
ahead and the distractions and the way life happens can prevent us from 
growing. We can, I believe, turn these things around in a way that as the 
farmer is able to tend the plants as they grow and keep them alive and to 
grow, to produce new seed by composting the ground, by weeding and 
even transplanting some plants before they wither; then the plant can grow 
and get stronger. >e good soil needs to be where the roots are set and are 
able to gain nourishment to grow. 



To many people this may be an alien way of thinking and one that is not, as 
we say, ‘real.’ But in all of life we all need to be nurtured, from a small baby 
to an elderly person, to be loved to be able to grow physically and 
emotionally and as a whole person. 

>e Church, the people of God, are, I think, the soil in which we are all part 
of; the word, the seed of God, which is Jesus. Jesus is with us in the great 
and in the minute events of our lives. He speaks to us in gentle tones and 
language through each other and through the Scriptures in ways that we 
can understand. Listen to him. He is the sower, the seed and the food for 
our growth. So as the seed does in a way nothing but be nurtured by sun, 
rain and enrichment in the soil so too can we. Relax: the harvest will take 
care of itself!  

In Christ, 

 Pe��� 

CHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENING    

St Mary’s remains open each Sunday, from 10am to 12 noon, for private 
prayer (drop-in). Visitors will be asked to wash their hands on entering and 
leaving the building and observe social distancing while inside. If you are in 
the extremely vulnerable category, please stay at home where you are safe. 
While access to the St Mary’s and St Paul’s has been restricted, we have 
taken the opportunity to carry out some works. >e clergy vestry and choir 
vestry at the parish church have been repainted and the loose plaster on the 
west wall by the main door has been removed, re plastered and re painted. 
>e entrance under the tower had also been repainted. >e boiler house 
roof, which has been in a perilous state for a number of years, is being 
replaced. 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU to everyone who has purchased garden planters and plants 
(and marmalade!) from the virtual garden stall and contributed to church 
funds. You have raised over £150 so far. All the made-up planters have now 
gone, so last minute orders are on a commission-only basis. You can 
contact me on 07561170114. PS >e TraidcraC Stall is still operating for 
fairly traded and ethical goods. Build back better aCer Covid! 

MANY THANKSMANY THANKSMANY THANKSMANY THANKS to those of you have managed to get your envelopes to 
us. >anks also to those who have sent a cheque instead. If any of you 
would prefer to make your o�erings by cheque it will be an enormous 



bene�t when banking the money and help prevent your envelopes 
mounting up. If anyone would like envelopes or cheques (payable to 
Prescot PCC) collected, please contact Keith on 0151 426 1819 or 
keithp040486@gmail.com. 

THE WINNER OF THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY THE WINNER OF THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY THE WINNER OF THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY THE WINNER OF THE PRESCOT FESTIVAL SHORT STORY 
COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION was Rita Simpson, of Huyton. You can now read her 
entry, the magical tale ‘When You Wish upon a Star,’ on our website, 
prescotfestival.co.uk. She wins £100. 

THERE’S NO FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL MEETING THERE’S NO FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL MEETING THERE’S NO FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL MEETING THERE’S NO FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL MEETING in July, but 
please keep Tuesday 8 September in your diary as a potential date. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANKKNOWSLEY FOODBANK continues to need your donations of food. All 
imperishable foods and toiletries are welcome, but items especially needed 
right now are juice/squash, tinned potatoes, tinned �sh, tinned desserts 
and tinned fruit. You can leave donations in the marked bin inside the 
entrance to Tesco Extra Prescot. FoodBank itself is open in Prescot every 
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 2pm, at the Salvation Army on the corner of 
Ash Grove and Warrington Road. It is there to help anyone who is 
struggling �nancially and cannot buy essential groceries at the moment. 

SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY SHAREKNOWSLEY continues its excellent work supporting refugees 
locally. >ey especially need donations of men’s toiletries at the moment. 
>e drop-o� point is St Aidan's Parish House, 92 Adswood Road, Huyton 
L36 7XR. Contact the Revd Kim if you have any queries. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

If you are struggling and need pastoral support or practical help, please 
contact someone: 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

>ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 


