
Sunday 5 July 2020—Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

CollectCollectCollectCollect    
O God, the protector of all who trust 
in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: increase and 
multiply upon us your mercy; that 
with you as our ruler and guide we 
may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not our hold on things 
eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, 
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    
Old Testament Genesis 24.34-38, 
   42-49, 58-67  
Psalm  45.10-17 
New Testament Romans 7.15-25a 
Gospel  Matthew 11.16-19, 
   25-30 

For your prayers: 
 Deaths: Marjorie Sadowsky,  

Lilian Catherine Evans, 
Albert Gough, Ricky Landers 

 Anniversaries: Shirley 
Stoneman 

THE REVEREND THE REVEREND THE REVEREND THE REVEREND 
JOHN TAYLOR JOHN TAYLOR JOHN TAYLOR JOHN TAYLOR 

WRITESWRITESWRITESWRITES    

I suspect we are all 
more than a little 
weary of the 
restrictions that have 
been placed upon us at 
this present time and 
apprehensive as the 
restrictions are 
beginning to be li=ed. 
We are >nding ourselves living with a degree of uncertainty. Uncertain of 
how to physically react to others and engage with them socially. 

Uncertainty is of course something we always live with. In fact, I sometimes 
worry about those people who are always certain, especially in matters of 
religion. 



@e passage we heard this morning from Matthew’s gospel ends with Jesus 
saying: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will >nd rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

It’s a message of hope and consolation for those who are and will be Jesus’ 
followers. In the section before that passage there has been the threat of 
doom for those who reject Jesus. 

If we go to the beginning of chapter eleven, in Matthews gospel, we >nd it 
begins with uncertainty. John the Baptist is in prison and sends some of 
his followers to Jesus to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are 
we to wait for another?’ In other words, John imprisoned has his doubts 
and needs to know. @e great John the Baptist is unsure. John’s actions are 
a reminder that being unsure, having doubts and having faith all o=en 
walk hand-in-hand. 

Some people had rejected John’s message of the imminent coming of 
God’s chosen one. John lived in the wilderness, survived on locusts and 
wild honey; he dressed weirdly, and preached hell and damnation. So 
those who were certain dismissed John as being of no importance in God’s 
grand scheme of things. Basically they said, ‘He’s nuts. He’s got a demon in 
him.’  

Jesus, on the other hand, appears to have been far less moderate. When 
people threw weddings, they wanted Jesus at the party; and according to 
John’s gospel, he was even good at providing gallons of wine when people 
were already three sheets to the wind.  

When people threw dinner parties they invited Jesus, and at those 
gatherings, Jesus was not averse to sharing a meal with very ordinary 
people. People that those who were certain of everything considered to be 
sinners. So those who wanted to dismiss Jesus as being a no good-
candidate for Messiah said, ‘@is party animal, who keeps low company, 
doesn’t look good enough and so can’t possibly be God’s Christ.’ 

In other words, ‘We’ll know God’s servants when we see them. and these 
two don’t make the grade.’ 

But the God of Scripture is consistent in his ability to surprise and to 
startle. Indeed, a good bit of divine revelation happens precisely through 
just those surprises. We learn the most about God’s nature and plans not 



when God puts an appearance as we would expect, but when God shows up 
in the least likely of guises and in the least likely of places. 

We are told that God decided to start a mighty nation by approaching 
Abraham and Sarah, an elderly couple who had no children. Who would 
have guessed that God’s favourites would always been the least likely of the 
possible candidates: cra=y and wily old Jacob is favoured over his staider 
brother Esau; the young braggart Joseph is chosen over his more stable and 
hard-working brothers; Moses, who has diEculty speaking, becomes God’s 
mouthpiece instead of the more golden-tongued Aaron; the keeper of the 
family’s sheep, David, gets elevated over all the other sons of Jesse. And 
there are many, many more examples in the Old Testament 

God o=en chooses the less likely of the options. John the Baptist looked at 
the shape and content of Jesus’ ministry and he was uncertain and said, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ But John 
should have just looked in the mirror. Or perhaps his own reFection in the 
river Jordan. Because if God could use the zany son of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, well, there was just no telling what God might do next!  

Small wonder that Jesus ends up saying in verse 25 that praise is to be given 
to God for revealing the deep truths of salvation not to the wise and learned 
but to ‘little children.’ Children, a=er all, have a vast capacity to be 
surprised! 

Perhaps we all need to allow God to surprise us.  

Jesus says, ‘Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will >nd rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.’ 

@at is a surprising thing to say, as a yoke is imposed on an animal, to make 
it to pull a plough or cart and to enable it to be directed. 

Yet Jesus suggests that his yoke is not a despised thing, but is as gentle and 
kind as when someone you love lays his or her hand on you, to encourage 
you, to love you, to lead you gently and lovingly where you should go and 
guide you to that place where you can Fourish. Even when the way to that 
place is uncertain.  

@e God who has a surprising love for us all, will walk with us no matter 
how uncertain the way. 

 J��� 



CHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENINGCHURCH OPENING    

St Mary’s remains open each Sunday, from 10am to 12 noon, for private 
prayer (drop-in). Visitors will be asked to wash their hands on entering 
and leaving the building and observe social distancing while inside. If you 
are in the extremely vulnerable category, please stay at home where you are 
safe. While access to the St Mary’s and St Paul’s has been restricted, we 
have taken the opportunity to carry out some works. @e clergy vestry and 
choir vestry at the parish church have been repainted and the loose plaster 
on the west wall by the main door has been removed, re plastered and re 
painted. @e entrance under the tower had also been repainted. @e boiler 
house roof, which has been in a perilous state for a number of years, is 
being replaced.    

MANY THANKSMANY THANKSMANY THANKSMANY THANKS to those of you have managed to get your envelopes to 
us. @anks also to those who have sent a cheque instead. If any of you 
would prefer to make your oNerings by cheque it will be an enormous 
bene>t when banking the money and help prevent your envelopes 
mounting up. If anyone would like envelopes or cheques (payable to 
Prescot PCC) collected, please contact Keith on 0151 426 1819 or 
keithp040486@gmail.com. 

KNOWSLEY FOODBANK & SHARE KNOWSLEY KNOWSLEY FOODBANK & SHARE KNOWSLEY KNOWSLEY FOODBANK & SHARE KNOWSLEY KNOWSLEY FOODBANK & SHARE KNOWSLEY continue to bene>t 
from your donations of food and toiletries. Please see the website or 
contact Dave or Kim (details below) for more information if needed. 

Stay in TouchStay in TouchStay in TouchStay in Touch    

www.prescotparish.org.uk  www.facebook.com/prescotparishchurch 
www.twitter.com/prescotparish 

If you are struggling and need pastoral support or practical help, please 
contact someone: 

Revd John Taylor—john.taylor@huytondeanery.org 0151 426 6719 
Revd Kim Mannings—revkimberleymannings@gmail.com 07305 922 392 
Revd Peter Cowley, CA—petercowley@blueyonder.co.uk 07752 660 591 
David Kernick—kernick@gmail.com 07835 090 752 

@ere is also a Knowsley Community Support and Volunteer Line open 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-2pm Sat-Sun on 0800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 0430800 730 043. 


